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Call for international détente and a nuclear-weapon-free Nordic region NOW

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombs over Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, we want to express our great concern about the current security policy situation.
We are experiencing an escalating arms race and distrust between the countries.
Armament and technological modernization of conventional and nuclear weapons entail
an increased risk of nuclear war and thereby of humanitarian and ecological disasters. In
2024, the nine nuclear-armed states spent more than USD100 billion on their nuclear
arsenals — an increase of approximately 11 per cent from the year before.

In this situation, we send an urgent call once again to the Nordic governments to promote
détente in the Nordic and Arctic regions. This should be done through measures that have a
calming effect on the other party/parties and invite cooperation that builds trust and
security.

We therefore ask the Nordic governments to:

a) immediately sign the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW),
which entered into force in 2021,

b) engage in the review conference in 2026 for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) with the intent to make the promise of disarmament in its Article VI come true,

c) confirm that they are working to make the Nordic region a nuclear-weapon-free part
of the world, including by ensuring that nuclear powers neither station nor carry
nuclear weapons to or within the borders of any Nordic state,

d) end further participation in NATO's annual nuclear weapons exercise in Northern
Europe, Steadfast Noon,

e) review agreements with allied states, in particular the base agreements with the
United States (the DCAs), and terminate these agreements if they do not contain
clauses that give the Nordic states the right to verify that nuclear weapons are not
deployed,

f) pressforachange in NATO's nuclear strategy so that ‘no-first use’ of nuclear
weapons becomes the new doctrine.

To our knowledge no government in the Nordic region has been elected with a mandate to
seek illusory protection from any ‘nuclear umbrella’ offered from outside the region.
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