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HOW CAN THE NORDIC REGIONS CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE AND A
STOP TO THE ARMS RACE?

Friday, July 31 - Sunday, August 2, 2026 in Jondal, Norway.

Organized by: Hardanger Academy for Peace, Development and Environment in
collaboration with the Nordic Peace Alliance (NPA)

Friday, July 31

08:30 -17:00: Program for participants at the NPA annual meeting
08:30 Breakfast (+making own lunchbox).

10.00 Tour on Norway's third largest glacier Folgefonna. Bring your own lunch box.

14.00 - 15:30 NPA (Nordic Peace Alliance) annual meeting (part 1). Only member
organizations have the right to vote, but all conference participants have the right to speak.
15:30 - 17.15 Coffee. Parallel workshops (1a).

NPA has invited people in Norway and the Nordic countries to join forces to organize
workshops. Please see the preliminary workshop program.

Because the NPA annual meeting is held on Friday from 2-4 p.m., those who will be
attending the annual meeting should arrive in Jondal by the evening of Thursday, August 30.

This is for logistical reasons. NB: Free accommodation and meals for NPA participants
from Thursday to Friday and from Sunday to Monday.

18:00 OPENING OF THE SYMPOSIUM/CONFERENCE

18:00 Let the peace bell ring! Inauguration of the new peace bell tower

18:15 Johanne Hartwig (Hardanger Academy), Einar Braathen (Nordic Peace Alliance).
Welcoming remarks: @ystein @gaard, Norwegian Peace Fund, and others

19:00-19:45 “Learning to live together”.
Lecture by Tony Jenkins (professor Georgetown University and head of the Institute for

International Peace Education, IIPE)

20:00: Dinner. Then: Vernissage with Solfrid Aksnes - woodcut from Hardanger. Mingling.



Saturday 1. August
08.00: breakfast
09:00 Morning song and a brief overview of the day’s program

09:10-11:00 State of the World

Brief introduction by panel moderator: Ingeborg Breines

¢ Reiner Braun (International Peace Bureau, IPB): The situation in Europe. Has the EU
collapsed as a peace-political actor?

e QOve Jakobsen (professor emeritus): Peace economics in perspective.

¢ JohnY. Jones: The Middle East and us.

e Paneldiscussion and questions from the audience

11.00: Coffee break.

11.15-13.00 The Arctic: What's happening? Is detente possible?

e Tytti Erasto (senior researcher, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute):
Rising tensions in the Arctic region — how can the risks of nuclear war be reduced?

¢ Sindre Mgrk (Norwegian Peace Union, master in Russian studies): Friend or foe? How
Russian think tanks view Norway's role in the High North.

¢ Joining the panel after the introductions: Vivian Motzfeldt , former Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Greenland)

13.00-14.00 Lunch

14.00-15.30: The Nordics, Russia: Is détente and common security possible?
¢ Ingeborg Breines (peace educator): Neighbors as friends, not enemies.
e Reiner Braun (IPB): Is Russia a threat? Is détente and common security possible?

15.30-16.30: Parallel workshops (1b).
More information in the separate workshop program

16.30-17.15: Walk along the Peace Path + coffee

17.15-19:00: Coffee table dialogue.

Ove Jakobsen and Vivi Storsletten (Nord University): About the proposed themes and the
coffee table dialogue method.

Three questions related to each table. Participants move between tables and bring ideas
with them, which promotes sharing of experiences and joint knowledge building. The goal
is to create an informal atmosphere, explore issues and find new solutions.

19.30 Festive dinner.
Concert: Nils Dkland brings joy with his fiddle. Followed by a bonfire and more music.



Sunday 2. August

08.00: Breakfast

08.45 - 9.00 Morning song and brief summary of the café table dialogue

9.00 - 10.00: Helsinki+50: with the Nordics for renewed security, cooperation and human
rights in Europe!

Tord Bjork (S), Hanne Petersen (DK), Marianne Laxén/Teemu Matinpuro (SF), Einar Braathen
(N):

Panel discussion with people from various organizations in Norway and the Nordics based
on the proposed statement presented at the NPA/Nordic Peace Alliance annual meeting
(part 1).

10.00-10.30. NPA/Nordic Peace Alliance annual meeting (part 2).

10.30 - 10.45 Coffee break

10.45 -12.00 Parallel workshops (2)
More information in the separate workshop program

12.00 Circle discussion/summary in plenary of the conference/peace symposium
12:45 - 14:00: Lunch

Opportunity to work on follow-up of the peace symposium/summer conference during the
afternoon/evening Sunday.



